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filteen-year-old Hevin Wil-
Lams of Secaucus is organizing
his ewn relizf effert for Katdna
victinas,

Every day unil Se¢pt i8 he
and members of two commu-
nity organiziations that he
founded will cailect and pack
suppiies, then donatr them at
1he dropoff center at Newark
Almort and to the Jersey City
Salvation Army on Erie Street.

- "The supplies will be aitdified -

~and distributed to the famiiies
all across the state [Louisiana).”
he said.
This act of kindness is cne of
many for Williams, who began
his commitment w public
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service at the age of 13, after he
wits sent te Europe as o People
to People international studeat
ambassador

The trip inspited himn to

create Ge International, For Ta-
momow {GIFT) — a sfudent
chapter of PTP - with 10 of his
friends. GIFT is a student-run,
nonprofit crganizaticn dedi-
cated to community service.

HOPE AND HE

GIFT completed ruare than
5,500 hours of community
senvice its Mirst year. Part of that
service was completed at the
Seeaucus Department of Socia!
Services.

While velunteesing at the de-

partment, Willlams  realized
that svine iwems, soch as saap
and shampoo, couldn't be
bought with fawd s@mps. So,
Willirns created WapdAsmile
in lanuary o colleco and wiap
bags of those supplies for the
needy.
-Social -Services [irector
Karvr. Urninowski praised Wil-
liams’ enthusiasm and generos-
iy

“He's the best,” she said. "He
so reseurcelul and it arnazes
me”
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SECAUCUS HIGH STUDENT Kevin Williams, right, places bars ol soap into hags with help from Rachel Kantor, canter, and Meliesa Farber,

Teen with gift for giving is packing aid supplies

ton,
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KEVIN MWILLIAMS carries another
boe of supalies from his house.

TUM DeGISE
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lludson County cmpl
whe volunicer their fime
charitable organizaiions i
flurricane Katrina relief
will be puarantzed raid lei
up to 13 days under an
utive grder signed yesterd
tludson County Exccutive
DeGise.

Excottive Order 11 says
“County of Hudson enipl
whe are recognized volu
in bona fide charities, ang
voluntesr for services wit
sach charity within the di
zones created Dby Hurr
Katrina, shall be entitied
paid leave of ahsence irow
cauniy empioyment |
petiod not to exceed 13 we
days while on such voh
duty or taveling (o and
the affected areas.”

The oarder says wo
granted the leave will be
ited with "a record of unb
service with full seniority
and full benefits in plaze
they won't be covered und
county’s warkers’ comp
tion plan.

The arder savs emypl
seeking the patd leave nun
their hoss a2 letter fron
charity frr whom th
warking

The letter nmst identid
charity o3 @ nonproir org
dacument that the e
tias bren asked 10 provic
sistanze in the disaster
list the work to be doae,
it witl be done and hew {
will take, and list when th
plovee witl return 2o his ;o
order says.



